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of law.  MCL 500.3135(2)(a)(i) 
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Subjective complaints that are not medically 
documented are insufficient.  Kreiner at 27.
 There must be a medically identifiable 
injury or condition that has a physical basis.  
Behnke at 6.

Court should engage in 
multifaceted inquiry, comparing the 
Ps life pre- and post- accident. 
Kreiner at 27.
Significance of any affected aspects 
on the course of Ps overall life.  Id.

“An important body function is a function of 
the body that affects the person’s general 
ability to live a normal life.”  Kern at 340-41.
Unimportant body function impairment is 
insufficient.  Kreiner at 27.
Injury without impairment is insufficient.  Id.
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5 Factors – For use in evaluating whether P’s 
general ability to conduct the course of his 
normal life has been affected (not an 
exhaustive list of factors):
Nature and extent of the impairment,
Type and length of treatment required,
Duration of the impairment,
Extent of any residual impairment, and
Prognosis for eventual recovery

Factual dispute 
concerning the 

nature and extent 
of the injuries?

Is the impairment 
objectively 
manifested?

Has an “important 
body function” 
been impaired?

Does the 
impairment affect 
Ps general ability 
to lead a normal 

life?

Is dispute 
material to SIBF 

issue?
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